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1.   What is evidence based PVE/CVE?

“A preventive approach is evidence-based to the extent to which 

scientific research is able to establish a (theoretical and empirical) link 

between the approach and its intended outcomes.” 
(NZK working definition)

 Paradigm originating from health care and medicine (1972 Archie 

Cochrane)

 Adaptation to social programs by Donald T. Campbell (1970’s)

 Clinical trials and social experiments (RCTs)



1.   What is evidence based PVE/CVE?

Organizations and institutions



1.   What is evidence based PVE/CVE?

White, H (2019): The twenty-first century experimenting society: the four waves of the evidence revolution.

Palgrave Communication 5(47)





Outline

1. What is evidence based PVE/CVE?

2. Evidence base I: causes and correlates of violent extremism

3. Evidence base II: impact of PVE/CVE

4. Conclusion/outlook



Tweet by @parentsforpeace: (18.09.2019) NYC Subway ad inspired by JM Berger’s definition of extremism.
https://twitter.com/resolvenet/status/1174317774396678144



2.   Causes and correlates of violent extremism

Working definitions of radicalization:

 Radicalization is the cognitive process of developing radical political 
ideas that eventually result in active support for militant groups or 
direct engagement in violent action.

 Radicalization is the process of becoming a violent extremist or a 
terrorist.

 “What goes on before the bomb goes off” (Neumann 2008)



2.   Causes and correlates of violent extremism

(1) The 4-stage model of the terrorist mindset (Borum 2003)

(2) The staircase model to terrorism (Moghadam 2005)

(3) The two-pyramid model of radicalization (McCauley & 
Moskalenko 2008)

(4) The  “quest for significance model of radicalization” 
(Kruglanski et al.)



2.   Causes and correlates of violent extremism

The “4-stages model of the terrorist mindset”

Source: Borum, Randy (2003). Understanding the Terrorist-Mind-Set. FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin 72(7), 7-10.
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2.   Causes and correlates of violent extremism

Moghaddam, Fathali M. (2005). The Staircase to Terrorism: A Psychological Exploration. American Psychologist, 60(2), 161-169

The “staircase model to terrorism”
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1.2   theoretical explanations of radicalization

The “Two-Pyramids model of radicalization”

McCauley, Clark & Moskalenko, Sophia (2017). Understanding Political Radicalization: The Two-Pyramids Model. 
American Psychologist 72(3), 205-216.

Opinion Pyramid Action Pyramid

neutrals

sympathizers

justifiers

moralists

inerts

activists

radicals

terrorists



2.   Causes and correlates of violent extremism

The  “quest for significance model of radicalization” 

Kruglanski, Arie et al (2014). The Psychology of Radicalization and Deradicalization: How significance quest impacts violent 
extremism. Advances in Political Psychology 35(1), 69-93.



1.3   causes and correlates of radicalization

Gøtzsche-Astrup, Olaf (2018: 91): The time for causal designs: Review and evaluation of empirical support for mechanisms of political 
radicalisation. Aggression and Violent Behavior 39(1), 90-99.



1.3   causes and correlates of radicalization

Gøtzsche-Astrup, Olaf (2018: 91): The time for causal designs: Review and evaluation of empirical support for mechanisms of political 
radicalisation. Aggression and Violent Behavior 39(1), 90-99.



2.1   CVE impact and evaluation

Crisis of identity



2.1   CVE impact and evaluation

Life crisis
(e.g. imprisonment)



2.1   CVE impact and evaluation

Loss of significance,  
reputation or status



2.1   CVE impact and evaluation

Radical Peer-group
(Social Network)



2.1   CVE impact and evaluation

Social deprivation



2.1   CVE impact and evaluation

Justifying terrorism and 
political violence



2.1   CVE impact and evaluation

Dissemination of propaganda
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CVE/PVE 

Primary / Universal

Secondary / Selective

Tertiary
indicative

Civic education
Strengthening democratic values
Resilience, Empathy

Countering stereotypes
Increasing tolerance
Manage anger

Demobilization
Disengagement
De-radicalisation
Rehabilitation



3   CVE impact and evaluation

https://www.nzkrim.de/wespe

Impact of CVE: right wing extremism

https://www.nzkrim.de/wespe


https://www.nzkrim.de/wespe

Impact of CVE: Islamism 

3   CVE impact and evaluation

https://www.nzkrim.de/wespe
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