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Defining Radicalisation  

The term radicalisation is used to describe a process leading an individual or a group to support 
or commit violent acts as a method to further a cause.  It denotes a process whereby a person 1

or a group is radicalised (passive/subject) or becomes radical (active/actor).  

Its main usage refers to a process whereby an individual develops views which may lead 
him to support, and in extreme circumstances commit, violent/terrorist acts in order to 
further a 'cause' or to obtain redress for perceived or real severe grievances held by him/
herself or by a group of people with whom she/he identifies. Since it is a process, the term 
'radicalisation' reflects a certain complexity as to how persons come to accept and support the 
use of terrorist means to achieve political objectives. Research has been able to identify various 
stages in the process of radicalisation as well as the different factors (whether political, 
personal, societal or cultural) that influence it.  

Radicalisation is inspired by a sectarian ideology that severs links with the family and social 
structures if the same ideology is not espoused and may eventually result in a total rejection of 
the political order of the state that can take on a participation in or engagement with violent 
activity. 

 This definition follows the Revised Media Communication Strategy, Council Document 5469/2/07 of 6 June 2007, p. 25.1









Extremism/Radikalism today 
 



German Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution: What is right-wing extremism? 

right-wing extremism in Germany is not a homogeneous movement but appears in various forms incorporating 
nationalist, racist and anti-Semitic ideology elements to different degrees and pursuing correspondingly different 
objectives. It is governed by the idea that belonging to a specific ethnic group, nation, or race determines a human 
being’s value. 

One feature common to almost all right-wing extremists is their concept of an authoritarian state, in which the state 
and the people – in their view an ethnically homogeneous group – merge into a unified whole within a supposedly 
natural order. According to this ideology of a „Volksgemeinschaft“ (people’s community), a National Socialist term for a 
community based on shared racial characteristics, the state leaders are supposed to intuitively act in accordance with the 
alleged unanimous will of the people. Starting from this premise, right-wing extremists believe that a state based on the 
right-wing extremist ideology can do without the essential control elements of the free democratic basic order, such as 
the people’s right to exercise state authority through elections, or the right to form and practise a parliamentary 
opposition. 

Anti-Semitism – expressed either frankly, by insinuation, or in veiled statements – and historical revisionism, i.e. 
the ideologically motivated re-interpretation of historical facts that distorts the true historical record, are 
indispensable elements of their ideology.  

Islamophobia as a modern form of xenophobia has gained in importance as a field of action for the right-wing extremist 
scene, which has been trying to arouse fears of "foreign domination" and prejudices against the religion of Islam and/or 
against Muslims among the people, or to stir up existing resentments in order to influence public opinion in their favour. 
By means of their xenophobic and Islamophobic propaganda, right-wing extremists intend to promote the idea of a 
Volksgemeinschaft, which they present as a counter model to an open, pluralistic democracy. They portray a scenario of 
the German people dying out, i.e. the so-called Volkstod (people’s death), allegedly imminent due to falling birth rates 
and emigration on the one hand and immigration and "overwhelming numbers of foreigners" on the other hand. 



I. Our educational activities as a response? 

Inform, Differentiate and nourish 
„Kritikkompetenz“ and sensitize to 
discrimination /Othering 

Respect for controversiality, no overwhelming of 
our groups, respect for their age/capacities 

Empathy with victims 

Explain where the perpetrators came from => 
Ordinary men (to a lesser degree also women) 

Deconstruct Ideology and show its lethal 
implications /consequences 





Muito Obrigado!

contact: jasch@ghwk.de




