
 

 

Call for Post-Doctoral Fellowship (FAPESP) 

 

Program/Project: National Policies as Guides for External Investments: An Analysis of 
Regulations for Brazil-China Economic Relations | Regular Research Grant – FAPESP Process 
nº 2024/09358-0 

 

Host Institution and Location: Fundação Getúlio Vargas of São Paulo – Law School, Rua 
Doutor Plínio Barreto, 365, São Paulo – SP, Brazil 

 

Fellowship Title: Geopolitics of Critical Minerals: A Comparative Analysis of National Security 
and De-Risking Discourses in Brazil, China and Australia 

 

Supervisor: Michelle Ratton Sanchez Badin 

 

Deadline for Submission of Documents: July 3, 2026 

 

Desired Start Date (negotiable): September 1, 2026 
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1. Project/Program Context 

 

International Economic Law is undergoing significant transformations, reflecting new languages 
and logics driven by the evolution of geopolitics and the global economy. Until recently, 
multinational corporations focused primarily on optimizing labor costs and just-in-time 
production, benefiting from logistical and communication advances. International trade was 
dominated by the fragmentation of productive processes and the formation of global value 
chains, aiming to minimize costs and maximize efficiency. However, with the emergence of 
anti-democratic and neo-nationalist movements, as well as conflicts such as those between the 



United States and China, and the war between Russia and Ukraine, companies have found it 
necessary not only to seek efficiency but also to mitigate risks, adapting to a globalization 
fraught with uncertainties. In this scenario, countries central to geopolitical disputes have begun 
adopting policies that emphasize national security and the need for resilience and autonomy 
vis-à-vis global value chains. Strategies such as "friendshoring" and "nearshoring" have emerged 
as alternatives to reduce risks of supply chain disruptions, reflecting a shift from the paradigm of 
pre-defined international rules to a power-driven dynamic. Furthermore, control over foreign 
investment has intensified, with countries implementing screening mechanisms to prevent 
companies, often linked to foreign governments, from gaining access to sensitive technologies 
that could be used to strengthen adverse geopolitical positions. 

 

Therefore, the objective of this study is to explore how national security and de-risking dynamics 
affect the exploration and commercialization of critical minerals in the globalized environment, 
with special attention to security discourses adopted by countries with different mineral and 
technological endowments, such as Brazil, China, and Australia. The focus is to understand how 
these countries mobilize and respond to the challenges imposed by the new international 
economic order in a scenario marked by intense climate change and disputes for technological 
supremacy. 

 

2. Fellowship Theme 

De-risking and National Security in the context of exploration and commercialization of Critical 
Minerals for the Energy Transition. 

 

3. Research Objectives and Work Plan 

1) Analyze national security and de-risking discourses: Examine how national security and 
de-risking discourses are used by countries (Brazil, China, and Australia) with different positions 
in the global economic order regarding the exploration and commercialization of critical 
minerals. 

2) Identify actors and their motivations: Identify the main actors involved in mobilizing 
national security and de-risking discourses, including governments, companies, civil society 
organizations, and academia, and analyze their motivations and interests. 

3) Assess the impacts of discourses: Assess the impacts of national security and de-risking 
discourses on public policies, international relations, and the mining industry, considering 
different national and regional contexts. 

4) Compare the perspectives of the countries under study in light of their technological 
capacity: Compare the discourses of Brazil, China, and Australia, considering their 
technological capacity for ore processing and transformation, i.e., their capacity to generate 
added value. 

5) Analyze the intersection between national security and sustainability: Analyze the 
intersection between national security discourses and concerns about the environmental and 
social sustainability of critical mineral exploration and use. 



6) Work Plan 

 a) Methodology: 

The research will adopt a qualitative and comparative approach to explore national security and 
de-risking dynamics in the context of International Economic Law and geopolitics, using 
methods such as documentary research and field research. In the initial phase, a comprehensive 
review of relevant literature will be conducted to establish a theoretical framework that will 
guide the analysis of data collected by the research team – at this stage of the research, already in 
the final systematization phase. 

Conducting semi-structured interviews with experts in International Economic Law, geopolitics, 
and critical minerals from the three countries will enhance documentary analysis with insights 
into the impacts of security discourses. Field research will involve visits to key locations such as 
mining companies and government agencies, collecting data on the perception and experience of 
security discourses by different social actors. 

All collected data will be triangulated and comparatively analyzed using Atlas.ti, seeking to 
identify patterns, similarities, and differences among national security discourses in the countries 
studied, providing a contextualized and in-depth view of the topic. 

 

b) Schedule of Expected Results (12 months): 

The 12-month schedule for the research project involves several interconnected phases: 

In the first three months, theoretical deepening and methodology definition will be carried out. 
This phase includes a comprehensive literature review on International Economic Law, 
geopolitics, critical minerals, national security, and de-risking, aiming to consolidate in-depth 
knowledge of the topic and support the choice of the most appropriate research techniques. 

Between months 4 and 6, the central activity will be the analysis of documentary data by the 
team in light of the literature presented for Brazil, China, and Australia. This stage aims to 
mobilize the database prepared by the team. 

In the period from 7 to 9 months, the research will focus on selecting experts and developing an 
interview script. Experts in key areas will be identified and selected to contribute deep 
perspectives on the topics under study, preparing the ground for the interviews that will be 
conducted in the following month. It is expected that during this period, the fellow will conduct a 
research internship in Australia to develop part of this research stage (in accordance with the 
deadlines and necessary authorisations from FAPESP). 

In the tenth and eleventh months, semi-structured interviews will be conducted with the chosen 
experts, and the collected data will be transcribed and preliminarily coded. Finally, in the last 
month, the analysis of these interviews will be integrated with documentary analysis to produce 
the final project report, offering a comprehensive and contextualized view of national security 
and de-risking discourses, their implications, and impacts on the exploration and 
commercialization of critical minerals. 

 

c) Justification for the Plan: 



 

Most studies on national security and de-risking discourses regarding critical minerals focus on 
the perspective of countries that acquire ores (e.g., US, Europe). This project aims to conduct a 
comprehensive and in-depth comparative analysis, considering the perspectives of three 
countries with different characteristics and positions in global geopolitics. There is a lack of 
studies exploring the nuances and motivations behind the mobilization of these discourses. This 
project intends to analyze the actors involved, their interests, and the different ways these 
discourses are used. Furthermore, the exploration and commercialization of critical minerals can 
have negative socio-environmental impacts. Additionally, this project represents a refinement of 
the analysis of a central axis of the Regular Research Grant, which seeks to clarify the 
theoretical/conceptual frameworks associated with green value chains and, more generally, with 
new forms of language and logic in International Economic Law. This fellowship also dialogues 
with and benefits from materials initially collected by the IC-1 fellow. 

 

4. Eligibility (FAPESP) and Desired Profile 

 

General Eligibility: 

 

1. PhD in Law, International Relations, Economics, or Political Science (completed within the 
last 7 years). 

2. Academic production compatible with the theme. 

3. Experience in research with qualitative data analysis (Grounded Theory) and interviews. 

4. Fluent English. 

5. Exclusive dedication, not cumulative with scholarships from other agencies. 

6. Availability for in-person work in São Paulo-SP, especially participating in regular meetings of 
the Center for Global Law and Development. 

7. Availability for travel, field research, and work presentations. 

 

5. Main Activities 

 

The fellow must: 

 

• Execute the approved research plan 

• Produce manuscripts and present results 

• Participate in group/project meetings and activities 



• Support training/mentoring of students involved in the project 

 

6. Applications 

 

Application period: April 30, 2026 to July 3, 2026. 

 

How to apply: Applications must be submitted by July 3, 2026, by completing the electronic 
form and uploading the required documentation at the following link: 

https://forms.gle/dw6wvEEKCXfu6GxV7  

 

Documents: 

i. Curriculum summary in the FAPESP model 
(https://fapesp.br/6351/instructions-for-the-elaboration-of-a-curricular-summary). 

ii. Updated CV. 

iii. PhD academic transcript. 

iv. Motivation/Cover letter (1-2 pages). 

v. Brief research proposal aligned with the theme (up to 10 pages). 

vi. Copy of at least 2 most relevant publications. 

vii. At least 2 reference contacts. 

 

7. Selection Process 

 

1) Eligibility and adherence screening (eliminatory). 

2) Merit assessment (documental) and interview (classificatory). 

3) Final result with a waiting list. 

 

Note: Implementation of the fellowship depends on analysis and approval by FAPESP in the 
SAGe system. 

 

Evaluation Criteria: 

 

https://forms.gle/dw6wvEEKCXfu6GxV7
https://fapesp.br/6351/instructions-for-the-elaboration-of-a-curricular-summary


• Adherence to the theme and project plan (30%) 

• Quality/feasibility of the research plan (30%) 

• Academic trajectory and production (25%) 

• Potential contribution to project deliverables (15%) 

 

Note: Diversity criteria regarding gender, race, ethnicity, and background will also be 
considered. 

 

8. Schedule 

 

Applications: April 30, 2026 to July 3, 2026 

Interviews: by August 10, 2026 

Result: August 20, 2026 

Estimated start date: September 1, 2026 (subject to FAPESP procedures and approval) 

 

9. Contact 

 

Michelle Ratton Sanchez Badin – Supervising Professor 

[michelle.sanchez@fgv.br](mailto:michelle.sanchez@fgv.br) 

 

José Vitor Pereira Neto – Researcher at the Center for Global Law 

[jose.vitor@fgv.br](mailto:jose.vitor@fgv.br) 

 

Luiza Pereira Lessa – Research Assistant at the Center for Global Law 

[luiza.lrodrigues@fgv.br](mailto:luiza.lrodrigues@fgv.br) 

 

 


