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How do politics make decisions about public 

policies?

🠶 If Congress cannot remove the president in the event 

of the coalition's dissolution, what incentive does he 

have to share the power he gained at the elections 

with other political parties?
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Multiparty presidential systems are comparable to 

multiparty parliamentary systems?



Puzzle

One can expect that in a presidential system, 

a multiparty government suffers from the 

same central tension they face in 

parliamentary systems:
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“the need for partners with divergent 

preferences to make joint 

policy”(Martin & Vanberg, 2005, p. 93)?



Keep on tabs

🠶 “Do coalition parties in presidential systems 

shadow one another with an eye on reducing 

agency loss?”

🠶 Distribution of presidential political appointments (Praça, 

Freitas & & Hoepers, 2011, 2012).

🠶 Legislative reviews on executive bills (Freitas, 2016b, 

2016a).
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Legislative reviews on executive bills
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Government and Opposition 
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Government and Opposition 
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Future challenges

🠶 Compare, compare, compare…;

🠶 The effect of gradual institutional 

change;

🠶 The effect of the extreme right on the 

behavior of legislators
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Thank you

Andréa Freitas

amfrei@unicamp.br

4/9/2024FAPESP Week Illinois 2024

9



Center for Studies on Public Opinion

Cebrap Legislative Data

4/9/2024FAPESP Week Illinois 2024

10



References

Freitas, A. (2016a). O presidencialismo da coalizão. Fundação Konrad Adenauer. 

https://www.kas.de/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=741243ff-94aa-d872-d069-de1846f10fc2&groupId=252038

Freitas, A. (2016b). Unboxing the Legislative: The active role of the Legislative branch in the modification of Executive branch bills. Brazilian 

Political Science Review.

Izumi, M., & Medeiros, D. (2021). Government and Opposition in Legislative Speechmaking: Using Text-As-Data to Estimate Brazilian 

Political Parties’ Policy Positions. Latin American Politics and Society, 1–20. https://doi.org/10.1017/lap.2020.36

Martin, L. W., & Vanberg, G. (2005). Coalition policymaking and legislative review. American Political Science Review, 99(01), 93–106.

Praça, S., Freitas, A., & Hoepers, B. (2011). Political Appointments and Coalition Management in Brazil, 2007-2010. Journal of Politics in 

Latin America, 3(2), 141–172.

Praça, S., Freitas, A., & Hoepers, B. (2012). A rotatividade dos servidores de confiança no governo federal brasileiro, 2010-2011. Novos 

Estudos - CEBRAP, 94, 91–107. https://doi.org/10.1590/S0101-33002012000300004

Thies, M. F. (2001). Keeping Tabs on Partners: The Logic of Delegation in Coalition Governments. American Journal of Political Science, 

45(3), 580–598. https://doi.org/10.2307/2669240

11


