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Introduction

• Health inequalities on long and continuous reduction, across and within countries.

▶ Convergence in life expectancy faster than convergence in per capita income.

▶ Most gains from reductions in infectious diseases, infant mortality.

• Challenges ahead put health convergence at risk:

▶ Has the low-hanging fruit been picked? Aging, and the complex and expensive
burden of chronic diseases.

▶ Medical costs, and public spending under fiscal austerity: the rise of the private
sector.

▶ Climate change will hit the poor the most.

• This is an overview of a research agenda, still focused on Brazil.
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The Long and Continuous Reduction of Health Inequalities

Will the convergence in health continue?
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Aging and the Rising Burden of Chronic Diseases

Change in life expectancy 2000-2019 versus life expectancy in 2000, Brazilian states
(Szklo, 2022).
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Aging and the Rising Burden of Chronic Diseases

Decomposition of differences in life expectancy in the Brazilian Amazon states versus
other states of Brazil (Rocha et al. 2022).
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Public Spending Constrained, the Rise of the Private Sector
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Public Spending Constrained, the Rise of the Private Sector

Source: Rocha, Furtado and Spinola (2021)
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Climate Change, Poverty and Health

Source: Peçanha, Rocha and Szerman (2024)
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Research Agenda

• Research agenda:

▶ Applied econometrics, causal identification; Brazilian data.
▶ Mapping of empirical/causal patterns and inequalities. Policy impact evaluations.

• Policy response: how to respond to challenges ahead?

▶ Health system design and resilience: more coordination, less fragmentation.
▶ Climate change: global challenges, local actions.

• Research/policy challenges and the available data make interdisciplinary work
extremely relevant (and interesting!).
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